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(Name)  
(Name of Municipality)  
(Address)  
 
2026 is International Volunteer Year: a generational opportunity to celebrate the power of civic participation and renew Canada’s culture of volunteering. 
  
Dear (Name),  
 
I am writing you from (Your organization). Our organization (describe your organization and its impact on your community). (Describe the importance of volunteering to your work and your community). We're requesting your support for NVW in our community and would welcome the opportunity to discuss how we can best engage you. 
 
The UN has declared 2026 as International Volunteer Year and Volunteer Canada has launched Ignite Volunteerism, a year-long effort to elevate the role of civic participation, rebuild volunteer infrastructure, and celebrate volunteer stories. 
 
Ignite Volunteerism aims to inspire Canadians to reconnect with their communities through acts of service, civic action, and mutual support. This call responds to a decline in formal volunteering by inviting people from all backgrounds to “Find Your Thing” – a campaign that amplifies the personal ways in which our community members contribute, and an opportunity to ignite that curiosity and discovery in others. From volunteering with local organizations and events to supporting grassroots initiatives and mutual aid efforts your constituents across (Your Community Name) community are helping to create a more vibrant and sustainable community for everyone.

Volunteer Canada and partners like us are navigating the complexities of modern volunteerism. We are working to remove barriers to participation so that every individual feels supported to contribute in personal ways and play a role in building more connected communities. We need your help and hope that you will join us in this effort by (Your request here: host an event, be a speaker at our event, issue a proclamation, etc. OR supporting our NVW activities in Community Name).  



Historically, Canada has had a robust and resilient volunteer sector, yet recent data from Statistics Canada reveals a troubling decline: formal 
volunteer participation has dropped from 41% to 32% since 2018, representing a loss of 2.6 million volunteers and 1.2 billion hours of community support.  
 
Declining volunteer rates and challenges in recruiting and retaining those volunteers, coupled with an ever-increasing demand for services, has resulted in growing social and economic vulnerability for people in Canada 
   
Now, it is more important than ever to acknowledge the contributions of those participating in our communities and we invite you to join us in advocating for an investment in our people-powered systems of care, connection, and collective resilience. Volunteer Canada's pre-budget submission offers more information about how you can support social infrastructure investment in Canada. 
 
As we prepare for this year’s National Volunteer Week, we request: 
· An opportunity to meet to discuss the importance of volunteerism in our community 
· Host an event to celebrate volunteer contributions in (insert municipality) 
· Promote the Ignite Volunteerism campaign through your socials and networks 
· Make a public statement recognizing the importance of volunteers, International Volunteer Year, and National Volunteer Week.  
 
We hope that (municipality) will show its commitment to (municipality)’s volunteers by (providing/ participating in/partnering in) these activities and voicing your support.  
  
Sincerely,  
 
(Name and Title)  
(Organization)  
(Contact Information) 
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VOLUNTEERING CREATES CONNECTION, COMMUNITY AND BELONGING
LE BÉNÉVOLAT CRÉE UN SENTIMENT D’ATTACHEMENT, DE COMMUNAUTÉ ET D’APPARTENANCE
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